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GUESS THE MAIN
RELIGION IN BALI

You said Buddhism? No. Islam? Wrong again. Itis
Hinduism — practised by nearly 87% of the island’s
population, though Indonesia itselfis a Muslim-
majority nation. There are over 4,600 Hindu
temples in Bali alone. The offerings outside every
home are changed daily. Saraswati Puja is a public
holiday. And Nyepi — the Balinese Hindu new
year — is the only day in the world when an entire
island of four million people goes silent. No lights
or vehicles. Even the airport shuts.
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SITA WOULD F
NOT RECOGNISE
HERSELF HERE

The Ramayana arrived in Indonesia roughly
2,000 years ago and the Indonesians promptly
rewrote it. In the Kakawin Ramayana — the

old Javanese version — Sita is bold and strong,
fighting the Asuras in Lanka rather than waiting
to be rescued. Ravana is a complex, almost
sympathetic figure. Rama is shown as fallible.
Hanuman, meanwhile, is a superstar, appearing
in shadow puppet shows, temple dances and
Odalan festivals across the archipelago, one

of the most beloved characters in
Indonesian performance
tradition.

DON’'T MISS
JUSINE

At Pura
Uluwatu

in Bali, the
Kecak fire dance,

performed at sunset on a

clifftop above the Indian Ocean,

retells the Ramayana with 50 bare-chested
performers and actual flames. One of the great
live performances on earth. Book ahead; it sells
out every single night.
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THE MONEY IS |
CALLED RUPIAH

From the Sanskrit rupya — silver. The same root
that gave India its Rupee. Two countries, one
ancient word for wealth, an ocean between them
that was never really a barrier, only a road.



THERE'S A SHIVA TEMPLE THAT
RIVALS ANGKOR WAT

The Prambanan complex in Yogyakarta was built in the gth century, dedicated to the
Trimurti, with the central Shiva temple rising 47 metres — the tallest ancient structure
in all of Indonesia. It is the second largest Hindu temple complex in Southeast Asia,
after Angkor Wat. It has 240 temples. Its walls are carved with the entire Ramayana.
And unlike Angkor, you can walk right up to the stones.

DON'T MISS THIS: The full moon Ramayana Ballet is performed in an open-air
theatre on the Prambanan grounds, May through October. Itis theatrical, atmospheric,
and frankly unmissable.
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THE COUNTRY IS LITERALLY
NAMED AFTER INDIA

Indonesia. Indo — from Indus. The subcontinent’s name, stamped onto an
archipelago of 17,000 islands. Before that, Sanskrit scholars called it Suvarnadvipa
— the Island of Gold. And Yavadvipa — the Island of Java — appears in the
Ramayana itself, mentioned as aland of great riches beyond the sea. Indian
astronomers were writing about Indonesia two thousand years before the first
tourist arrived with a carry-on bag.




THE SHADOW
PUPPLETS HAVE AN
EPIC CONNECTION

Wayang Kulit — Indonesia’s ancient shadow
puppet theatre, using hand-carved buffalo-hide
puppets, draws its repertoire almost entirely
from the Ramayana and the Mahabharata. The
puppet master, or dalang, is considered a priest.
The show traditionally runs from midnight

to dawn. And here’s the astonishing part: the
Balinese performances are conducted in Kawi
— an ancient Sanskrit-derived language that
most Balinese cannot speak in daily life, but
know by heart from childhood, from decades of

watching. The characters: Rama, Sita, Arjuna,
Krishna, same as ours, rendered in leather

and lamplight, speak a dead sacred language

to an audience that understands every word.
UNESCO called it a Masterpiece of Intangible
Cultural Heritage.

DON’T MISS THIS: Yogyakarta’s Sonobudoyo
Museum runs a shortened Wayang Kulit show
every evening, designed for visitors. Worth
every minute.




Kissalen
Japan’s Old-World

Collee Ritua

A kissaten is a traditional Japanese
coffee house, but callinq it@ café
doesn’t quite do it justfce. e
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he world tends to associate Japan with
matcha, and for good reason. The ritual of Japanese
tea, with its choreography and calm, has travelled far
beyond the country’s borders.

But for those who don’t quite take to matcha’s earthy
sharpness, Japan offers an equally rich alternative.
Coffee has its own deeply rooted culture here, and the
kissaten sits at its heart.

Akissaten is a traditional Japanese coffee house, but
calling it a café doesn’t quite do it justice.

Walk in, and the first thing you'll notice is the mood:
low lighting, wooden interiors, perhaps a hint of
cigarette smoke lingering from another era, and
almost always, soft jazz playing somewhere in the

background. There’s no rush here. No laptops
clattering. No takeaway cups.

Instead, expect to sit down, order slowly, and be
served coffee that has been made with almost
meditative care—often hand-ground, brewed one cup
at a time, and presented with quiet precision.

COFFEE AS A PAUSE

Kissaten began appearing in the early 2oth century,
inspired by Western coffee houses but shaped by
Japanese sensibilities. The first café opened in Tokyo
in the late 1800s, and over time, these spaces evolved
into something uniquely local.

They became what sociologists might call a “third
place”—neither home nor workplace, but somewhere
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in between. A place to read, think, meet quietly, or
simply be alone without feeling alone. In a country
known for speed and efficiency, kissaten offer
something rare: permission to slow down. They
remind you that a cup of coffee can be more than a
caffeine fix. It can be a moment of solitude, a gentle
conversation, or simply an hour where nothing much
happens, and that’s the point.

In their early years, they even offered something
quietly radical: a neutral ground where young

men and women could meet outside rigid social
expectations. Writers, students, and thinkers
gravitated here, giving kissaten a slightly intellectual,
slightly bohemian air.

THE COFFEE ITSELF

Atakissaten, coffee is treated with respect bordering
on devotion.

Beans are often ground fresh for each order. Water
is poured slowly, by hand. There’s no automation, no
haste. The process is deliberate, almost ritualistic.

What you get is not just a cup of coffee, but a carefully
constructed experience—one that reflects Japan’s
larger cultural instinct for precision and detail.

WHAT'S ON THE MENU

Food at a kissaten is simple, nostalgic, and
comforting.

You'll often find the classic “morning set”: thick toast,
butter, eggs, and coffee. There’s Napolitan pasta (a
distinctly Japanese take on spaghetti), sandwiches,
and old-school desserts.

A STEP BACK IN TIME

Many kissaten feel frozen in Japan’s mid-zoth-
century period right down to their furniture,
crockery, and music. And that is their charm.
Younger visitors, tired of uniform global cafés, are
drawn to their character, their texture, and their
sense of stillness.
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INSIDE JAPAN'S
KISSATEN CULTURE

Watch the Mood

Paolo fromTOKYO - Kissaten & Japanese
Coffee Culture. https://www.youtube.com/@
PaolofromTOKYO.

A beautifully shot introduction to everyday
Japan—his café videos capture the rhythm,

READ FOR DEPTH

Coffee Life in Japan — by Merry White

A thoughtful exploration of how coffee—and
kissaten—became woven into Japanese social
life. Insightful, without being heavy.
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FEEL IT IN FILM

Hakodate Coffee
Gentle and atmospheric; coffee becomes a

thread connecting strangers and their stories.
(Apple TV)
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THE CROWN | VIEWMONT

AT PURVA PANORAMA

C O I_ I_ E C T | O N GHODBUNDER ROAD, THANE
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~12.75 Acre Gated Triple-Height Exclusive Rooftop Concierge Managed
Community Development Lobby Amenities by Quintessentially”

2 BHKSs 3 BHKs 4 BHKs

STARTING STARTING STARTING

¥1.64cRr* ¥2.80 cRr* ¥3.42 cr*

Disclaimer: This Project is being developed by Purva Oak Private Limited and is registered as "Purva Panorama Tower C & D" under MahaRERA Registration No. P517000798]11,

PRI333032502912. The image renders used herein are indicative and promotional and may differ from actuals. +Price and other details may vary based on applicable conditions,

limited-time availability, and other influencing factors. Terms and Conditions apply. The project mentioned herein is a part of the proposed larger development and the entire

development will be carried out in a phased manner by the promoter. This is only an invitation to offer and does not constitute an offer. Any prospective sale shall be governed by @ 02 2 - 6 9 41 5 5 8 5
the terms and Agreement for Sale to be entered into between the parties. Before making a decision to purchase, you are requested to independently, either directly or through

your legalffinancial advisor, thoughtfully verify all details/ddocuments pertaining to the project. External views may vary basis the apartment location. The view is enhanced using

software and is not perpetual in nature. To know more about this, please contact sales representative. ADomestic Concierge by Quintessentially. Terms & Conditions Apply.



u PROVIDENT

More For Sure

PRM/KA/RERA/1250/303/PR/170325/007590

The spirit of Manchester,
rooted in the heart of NOl’th Bengaluru.
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Inspired by the spirit of Manchester and shaped for the rhythm of North Bengaluru,
Provident Deansgate offers 288 villaments across 15 landscaped acres on IVC Road. Red brick
architecture, cobblestone streets, a clock tower clubhouse. Each villament comes with its own private

garden or terrace. An address that knows exactly where it stands.
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